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ing smolfe to make her wheels move, and the sight
of her guns that so impressed the Japanese, when
Commodore Perry appeared off Tokio with her as
his flag-ship, that they concluded the treaty which
opened up Japan to Western progress. From her,
Mississippi Bay, in the neighborhood of Yokohama,
takes its name.

She was now assigned to the blockade of the
Gulf, and her captain was T. 0. Selfridge, who was
in command of a steam man-of-war for the first time.
As yet the blockade was hardly maintained in a rigid
fashion. The old captains were so fearful of the
loss of their ships that they were inclined to take
few risks. A quasi-engagement near the mouths of
the Mississippi took place, which was hardly more
gratifying to the navy than Bull Run was to the
army. The steam sloop Richmond, two sailing sloops,
and a small side-wheel steamer, having entered the
river, were surprised at anchor at the head of the
passage just before daybreak by a ram, later known
as the Manassasy which had been originally a Boston
tug-boat. She rammed the Richmond, and drove the
Federal ships into retreat. This incident, known as
"Pope's Run," from the name of the Federal com-
mander, was pretty exasperating to the pride of
service of the more energetic-minded officers of the
navy.

The Mississippi saw only the dreary monotony
of blockading without any fighting until Flag-Officere river for which she was
